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KIKA DE LA GARZA, 15TH DISTRICT, TEXAS------ _
99-1034 January 16. 1985 Washington DC
COfof'lERCIAL ZONE F'ORtllCOMING FOR BORDER AREA. A Christmas g1ft to border business
i la our Interstate CtlimIel'ce tomniss~on is not quite ready to be unwrapped--but
.the gont!nts of ttl¢ patk~ were tantalizingly revealed on Christmas Eve.
'the keto under the auspices of the Motor Surface Transportation Act. will
designate a broad cOlll11ercfal zone along the border to facilitate the movement of
goods between Texas and Mexico by truck.
We all remember the severe hold-ups in agricultura' imports that occurred
in December. and at last we have secured the ICC's agreement that a cOllllll!rcial
zone is needed.
But the ICC must announce this officially by publishing a Rule in the
Federal Register that outlines the implementation of the cOlll11ercial zone under
the authority given ICC by Congress in the Motor Surface Transportation Act.
The ICC hasn't done this yet--but when the Rule is published. the cOlll11ercial
zone will be effective on that very day.
Your Congressman has been head-to-head with the ICC over this and many other
matters pertaining to border cOlll11erce. and it pleases me to see the ICC finally
agreeing on the need for this cOlll11ercial zone.
# , fI , II II ,
A GOOD-BY TO USDA SECRETARY JOHN BLOCK. In fact I am sorry to see Secretary
Block leave the USDA. Now we have had our differences--and everyone knows that
John Block and I sit opposite one another in a constitutional sense. He is the
chief administrator and implementor of farm policy--I am the chief architect
in the U S House of Representatives of that farm poli cy. But our dt fferences
have been purely philosophical.
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Secretary Block is a personable and kind man. If you are going to have
differences, you should at least have them with someone who is considerate.
He is a man of the land who presided over the U S Department of Agricul-
ture during a most difficult era in American agriculture--and he has had to
operate under the constraints of his Administration's policy.
But I think that in his heart, he has wanted to help farmers and rural
people as much as he possibly COUld. We say adios and best wishes for
John Block in his future work.
# # # # # # #
OUR NEWEST CONSTITUENT IN THE 15TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT. In the year 2004,
Mr Philip Luis Farias will have come of voting age and adulthood in our 15th
Congressional District of South Texas.
But lest there be a misunderstanding, we are not attempting to influence
his judgement~ He is only 14 days old as I write this letter to my fellOW
South Texans and he has a bit of growing to do~
Philip was born January 2nd and is the son of your Congressman's daughter
Angela and her husband Mr Luis Farias.
His birth follows so closely the arrival of our other most recent grand-
child. Jorge Luis de la Garza Jr. that I'm beginning to feel like an old hand
at being a grandfather~
We wish a long and productive life to young Philip--our new constituent~
Our nation is united in its hatred of
# # #
STANDING STRONG AGAINST TERRORISM.
# # # #
terrorism. The world knows we neither condone such methods nor give comfort
to those who employ them.
And we join the President in his strong denunciation of any country which
initiates. sanctions or condones any type of terrorism.
The Congress has been the victim of terrorism in the past. too. We
are careful in our security precautions. Only one year ago. a man was stopped
before he had a chance to set off explosive devices he had strapped to his body--
and this incident occurred as the fellow was trying to get into the House view-
ing gallery. He had been apprehended three months earlier for a similar attempt
in the Israeli Knesset~ It seems that terrorism haunts us at every turn. But
we are strong in our determination to resist it, and lend our compassionate
hand to those who are victims of it.
# # # # #
VISITORS FROM SOUTH TEXAS. Mr Jerry Walzel of Harlingen.
# #
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